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The Rt Revd Peter Hancock
Bishop of Basingstoke 

27th September 2011


TO:
THE INCUMBENTS, PRIESTS-IN-CHARGE, TEAM VICARS,

AND CHAPLAINS OF THE MAINLAND DIOCESE 

Dear Colleague,

A copy of the Confirmation List for 2012 is attached.

Our Church understands Christian Initiation as a Festival; so I hope that when there is a Confirmation on a weekday, let alone on a Sunday, you will teach and encourage as many as possible of the Church to be present for worship with those to be Confirmed and with the Bishop.

The Rite of Confirmation is now that of Common Worship (unless your parish uses the BCP). This makes it especially important that the parish priest consults the confirming Bishop not later than three weeks before the date of the Confirmation with a draft of the Service, as well as about the choice of Scripture Readings.   The Bishop will also be glad to know, for his prayers and for his preparation, the names of those to be Confirmed, and whether they are adults or younger people.

I remind you that it is our practice that at every Confirmation the plate collection should be given to the work of the Church overseas; and that it should be divided equally between the Overseas Churches Panel for use in our Companion Dioceses, and a Mission Society or cause chosen by the parish.  Please send the former to the Finance Department at Diocesan Office, Old Alresford Place (with the cheque payable to the WDBF, including a note of the Mission Society or cause to which you are sending the other half); and the latter direct to the Mission Society.  A note giving more information is attached.

The half share of the plate collection at Confirmations is the main source of funds that the OCP can put to use in our Partner Dioceses; and Confirmations are a good time to draw people’s attention to our membership of the Anglican Communion.   Please therefore note the destination of the plate collection in the Service Order.
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Easter Eve Vigil and Confirmation – Cathedral

I would like to encourage you to think of bringing candidates from parishes to attend the Easter Eve Vigil and Confirmation Service in the Cathedral on Saturday, 7th April.  The invitation comes with the full support of the Dean and Chapter.  This Service follows the pattern of the traditional Great Liturgy of Easter.  The Vigil (in darkness) is followed by the Service of Light, the proclamation of the Resurrection, the Liturgy of Initiation (Baptism and Confirmation) and the Liturgy of the Sacrament in which Christ's gathered people are united with the risen Lord.

If you do have candidates who would like to be Confirmed at this Service, would you please write to the Cathedral’s Precentor, Canon Michael St. John-Channel (precentor@winchester-cathedral.org.uk ), copying Joyce Cockell (Joyce.Cockell@winchester.anglican.org ) at Wolvesey.  Of course, all are welcome to attend the Service.  (If candidates are not already Baptised would you please Baptise them in your own Church before the Vigil Service). 

I and my fellow Bishops greatly appreciate the ministry you and we share preparing for Confirmations and the Services themselves.

With my good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

+Peter Basingstoke
DIOCESE OF WINCHESTER
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