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Board of Education

The Christian Value of Peace


Primary – whole school worship

Purpose – this is aimed at exploring the value of peace from a Christian perspective, to be at peace inside. 

Gathering
Slide 1

Introductory slide to be displayed while listening to some music and lighting of the candle (or whatever your usual worship/reflection routine may be). Explain that the theme of this reflection/worship session is ‘peace’. Read Jesus’ promise from John’s Gospel and explain that the next few worship sessions are designed to help everyone understand more about what this means.

Engaging
Slide 2

Start by exploring the images on the screen – share thoughts and opinions about the type of place pupils/staff would choose to be if they wanted to be somewhere peaceful. What is it about that place which makes it special in that way?

Slide 3

Now explore the second set of images from the opposite perspective. Why might these places be less attractive for relaxation? Some might say they would like to visit these places in order to tidy them up and sort them out. That would be a great answer that would lead nicely into the next discussion point prompted by the statements on slide 4.

Responding

Slide 4

Think about the questions on this slide and share some answers if anyone is comfortable to share. The photos from the previous slides can act as metaphors for how we feel inside. Sometimes we are at peace and sometimes we feel a bit of a mess and in need of help – this is quite normal! We can be there to support each other through both good and difficult times – what might this entail?


Slide 5

Christians believe that the Holy Spirit can help us to feel more at peace inside based on Jesus’ promise to us (the quote from John’s Gospel) and also through their own experience of inner peace through prayer and Christian meditation, focusing on God’s presence with them.

Sending

Slide 6

Invite anyone who would like to, to join in with the prayer that asks God to help us experience his peace inside.
Ask everyone to consider what they can do to also help each other feel at peace with themselves? For example, everyone can offer compliments and reassurances to each other; can offer to help each other at times of difficulty; can invite each other to join in with activities; can smile and be friendly to each other etc.
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