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Board of Education

Courage Collective Worship – Teacher guidance


Gathering 

Slide 1

Begin by following the school’s usual gathering practice.

Tell the children that you want them to listen carefully to the words of a song and raise their hands if they can guess which Christian value the song may be about.

Worship begins with the music  https://youtu.be/MdQy2l8BegA (Joshua fought the Battle of Jericho)

Hopefully the children will guess that the song is about courage. Ask the children to justify their answers. Tell the children that many people make the mistake in thinking that courage is only about physical courage.

Engaging 

Slide 2

Tell the children that there are many different types of courage. Reflect with the children on the different types of courage on the slide. Are any more difficult than the others?

You may like to share a personal moment when you have had to show a particular kind of  courage or to take some examples from staff to show the children that adults struggle with being courageous.


Tell the children that you are going to share a Bible story with them and then you are going to ask them which kind of courage Joshua showed.

Use the guide below with associated slide to tell the story.


Slide 3
Joshua was sent by God to lead the Israelites to the promised land of Jericho.  When they arrived, they found the gates to the city were shut and guarded. The city gates of Jericho were securely barred, and no one went in or out of the city. The walls around the city stretch up into the sky. There was no way over them.


Slide 4

Joshua started to lose confidence, how on earth could he get into the city?!
Slide 5
God appeared to Joshua and gave him some very strange instructions. Joshua and the Israelites were told to march around the walls of the city once a day for six days. Then on the seventh day march around the city seven times with the priests blowing the trumpets as loud as they could! When they let out a long blast of their trumpets, the walls of the city would collapse.
Slide 6
Joshua had a difficult decision to make. This plan sounded ridiculous. He had to have the courage to have complete faith in God. This was not easy, especially because the instructions were so bizarre. But Joshua did what God asked him, even though it seemed that it would never work.
Slide 7
And so, on the seventh time they circled the walls. God was true to his word and the walls of the city came tumbling down and the Israelites could enter Jericho. Everyone was amazed. God had kept his word and Joshua had shown his bravery by trusting what God had said.
Responding
Go back to Slide 2 and ask the children what kind of courage Joshua showed (spiritual courage). Joshua didn't lose faith even when getting in the city seemed impossible, so he completed the task he was given – showing great spiritual courage.
Discuss with the children how hard it must have been to believe that God would make everything okay.


Sending

Slide 7
Read the slide and ask the children to take a moment to reflect on the sentence.
Ask the children to find a time in the next few days when they think about the special courage that Joshua showed. Ask them to think that, next time they are needing to be courageous, that they may use spiritual courage and trust in God to help them. 

Slide 8
End with the prayer on slide 8.
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