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Ubuntu Collective Worship 1 – Teacher Guidance
This worship develops the concept of Ubuntu through the story of Ruth and Naomi.

Gathering 
Slide 1

Worship begins with music as the children are entering. There are a number of worship songs based around the story of Ruth and Naomi to choose from:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTkPimYy1oA&list=RDGMEMMib4QpREwENw3_jAc0YgNw&index=2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pq3OTCHoKwE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdS8UYBDHsk&t=31s

The first one of the songs is embedded in Slide 1 but you might like to have a look at all three to decide which one you think the children might like best.

Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following the school’s usual gathering routine.

Explain that the song we have been listening to is based on a story that you are going to tell the children shortly.

Engaging 
Slide 2

Explain to the children that in today’s worship we are going to explore an idea called Ubuntu. The word ‘Ubuntu’ comes from African traditional cultures. The core idea of Ubuntu is that there is a bond that connects people together and we can only flourish (grow to be the best person that we can) when we commit ourselves to helping others to flourish.

Slide 3

A very famous African bishop called Desmond Tutu said this about Ubuntu. Archbishop Tutu believed that we can show Ubuntu in all kinds of ways in our everyday lives and we’ll think more about that after we’ve heard our story.

Slide 4

The story that we are going to hear is about two women from the Bible called Ruth and Naomi. Ruth’s story comes in the Old Testament of the Bible. Although she wasn’t a very great or important person, her story has a whole book of the Bible to itself because it tells us something very important about what matters most to God.

You could either simply tell the story using Slides 5-13 or you may wish to watch an animated version of the story first (there are a range to choose from on YouTube, such as this one: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tQzUo1BrUk ) and then use the slides to recap the ideas as below.

Slide 6
How did Naomi show Ubuntu here? (She was putting Ruth and Orpah’s feelings before her own – she didn’t want them to feel that they had to stay with her.)

[bookmark: _Hlk111556526]Slide 7 and 8
How did Ruth show Ubuntu here? (She felt that she had made a commitment to Naomi and she would only flourish if she continued to support her.)

Slide 12
How did Boaz show Ubuntu to Ruth? (He helped Ruth to fend for herself and Naomi while keeping her independence.)

Slide 14
Christians and Jews believe that the story of Ruth tells us that God wants to show Ubuntu toward one another because this reflects God’s nature. When God meets Moses on Mount Sinai to give him the Ten Commandments, God says this (see slide, Exodus 34:6-7).

Responding
Slide 15
[bookmark: _Hlk79508585]Use the images to promote a discussion of how we can show Ubuntu toward each other. 

Sending
Slide 16
Ask the children to take a moment to reflect on the question of how they can show Ubuntu in their own lives. Ask them to decide on one thing that they could do in the week ahead to spread Ubuntu in the world.

Slide 17
Use the prayer on the slide (or an alternative of your choice).
Play the piece of music from the beginning of worship again as children leave.
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