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Forgiveness Collective Worship – Teacher guidance

Forgiveness is an important part of Christianity. It does not mean that Christians let others get away with things, but more that they make a conscious effort to forgive and let go of feelings that come with bearing a grudge against a person.
These feelings of anger and hatred can cause harm to the person feeling them. Jesus taught people to try and let them go.
You will need:
The associated PowerPoint
A coin

Gathering 
Slide 1
Worship begins with the song ‘Forgiveness’ by Malcolm West (use the link on slide 1 and ask the children to concentrate on the words of the song as they enter). This song will form the basis of the KS2 reflection 1 later in this series of resources.

Begin by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual routine to mark worship as a special time of gathering.

Engaging 
Slide 2
Ask the children what is going on in the picture. Establish what appears on most British coins and that the ‘heads’ side is traditionally considered the most important side because it shows the king or queen’s head.

Explain that sometimes coins are flipped to decide something and ensure the children know the concept of heads or tails. Demonstrate with a coin. Can the children think of a time when this happens? (beginning of a football/tennis match, who starts a boardgame etc.)

Tell the children that today in worship we are going to look at the Christian value of forgiveness and that you want them to imagine a very different kind of coin that has two different sides. Reveal slide 3.

Slide 3
Tell the children:
Look at the picture – we have love (represented by the hearts) on one side of our coin and sadness or upset on the other.  Love ranks first, the top side, the ‘heads’ side – the most important side. The Bible tells us that Jesus’ first commandment was that he wanted us to love one another as he loved us. Jesus explained that one of the best ways that we can show love is to forgive others. For Jesus, forgiveness was an extremely important value. It allows us to move forward when things go wrong. Forgiving someone can make you both feel happier. 
Forgiveness allows us to flip our coin over from the sad side when someone has been mean or life is unfair (point to the sad side of the coin) to the love side when things are made better again (point to the hearts side).
Slide 4
Ask the children - Is love always easy? Is it really easy to like our friends and family ALL the time? What about when our friends don’t let us play? Mum moans about the state of your bedroom or your brother or sister snatches something that you want to play with. Tell the children about a time that you fell out with you friend or a member of your family.
Jesus liked to use parables to illustrate the true value of forgiveness. Let’s have a look at a parable that shows that we can forgive, even when someone we really love has done the wrong thing. 
Slides 5-9 Tell the story of the Prodigal Son on the slides. As you do so, ask the children which side of the coin is showing at various parts of the story – the love side, or the sad side? 
Tell the children to think about the last picture and what the dad did. Explain to the children that at the end of the story forgiveness is shown as a beautiful act of love.
Responding 
Slide 10
Ask the children what the father had to do to turn the coin back to heads and return to love. What do the children think that Jesus was trying to say in this parable?

Slide 11

Read the prayer or you may choose to ask some children to read it out.

Sending

Slide 12

Read the slide and ask the children to take a moment to reflect on the question.
Tell the children that next week you will ask them for any examples of when they have had have had to forgive someone.
image1.jpg
S
DIOCESE of [&2a] Diocese
WINCHESTER @ of Portsmouth

First Floor, Peninsular House, Wharf Road, Portsmouth PO2 8HB « 023 9289 9650 . portsmouth.anglican.org « @CofEPortsmouth

A company limited by guarantee « registered in London No. 226466 « Charity No. 249256 THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND




