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The Christian Value of Forgiveness

Key Stage 1 – Reflection 2

You will need the associated Powerpoint
Some stones (enough for each child and adult in the class)

Tell the children that today you are going to look at a poem about a man who thought he knew what to do when he was annoyed by someone. He later found out that his plan was a big mistake……..

Use the Powerpoint to read the poem ‘Pockets’.

Ask the children:

What did Malcolm do every time he felt that someone had done something wrong?
Do you think it was a good plan?
Did it work? Why not?
How was Malcolm feeling when he was carrying around all the stones?

Tell the children that the word ‘forgiveness’ actually means ‘letting go’. 

In the Bible Jesus tells us that holding on to bad feelings will not make us happy. He encourages people to forgive anyone who makes a mistake or gets something wrong. Remind the children of how the father forgave his son in the story from collective worship.

Ask the children:
In the poem, how did Malcom feel when he started to let go of the stones?
Do you think it was just the stones or the feelings that he was letting go of?
How did Malcolm use the stones in the end?
Why do you think that the poet ended the poem this way? What was the poet trying to tell us? Is that the same message of the parable we heard in worship?


Give each child and adult a stone. Ask them to hold it in silence and think about a time when someone has upset them or a time when someone made them angry or feel hurt. Ask them to come and place the stone in a special bowl or in the class reflection area and, like Malcolm and the father in the Bible story, let go of their feelings and forgive the person involved. Make sure that the adults do it too.

Closing Prayer 
Heavenly God, 
Help us also to forgive people that hurt us. Don’t let us hold on to our feelings like Malcolm, but help us to let go. Help us to forgive others like you forgive us when we make mistakes and sometimes do the wrong thing. 
Amen.
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