A class reflection based on ‘Simon Sock’ 
by Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet.
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Teacher notes
[image: Odd Socks Day | Anti-Bullying Alliance]November 16th - 20th 2020 is anti-bullying week and the Anti-Bullying Alliance suggests that schools hold an odd sock day on Monday 16th to open up the discussion about uniqueness and diversity. You can find out more on the anti-bullying week website and download the Odd Sock Day schools pack here. It has lots of suggestions for helping children express their individuality and creative ideas such as  sock puppets and odd sock bunting. 
Simon Sock is a quirky story about an odd sock trying to find a friend and learning that it’s all right to have friends who are different from you. You don’t have to match to make a great pair! You can hear the story being read here on You Tube. 
There are also lots of maths activities related to socks, such as working out odds and evens, probability or an EYFS idea here on nrich and a KS1 sorting idea here. These might make an interesting link and lead to further reflections.


Introduction
Show some pictures of odd friendship pairings in the animal world. (PowerPoint slides 1 -2) and encourage the children to respond. Do they think humans can be friends with people who are very different from themselves? Can they think of any examples in real life, or in books or films? For example, Woody and Buzz Lightyear, Simba and Timon & Pumba, Lilo and Stitch.
Simon Sock
PowerPoint slide 3. Introduce the story of Simon Sock. Simon is an odd sock, who feels left out when the matching pairs of socks are chosen to go out on his adventures. Will he succeed in finding a friend who is like him? 
Discuss some of the stripy characters that he tries to be friends with, such as Alphonse the glove or Shirley the snake; why didn’t these pairings work? 
PowerPoint slide 4. When Simon meets Simone, he’s really excited that he’s found his matching pair. Why doesn’t this work out? Should we look for friends who are exactly like us or people who are different?
What made Betty the banana a good friend? Did it matter that she wasn’t stripy?
Reflection questions
PowerPoint slide 5. ‘Even though they didn’t match, they really did make a great pair.’
Do the children agree that you can be friends with someone who’s different from you? In what ways is this a good thing? Can it cause problems?
PowerPoint slide 6. (Depending on time) What qualities would they look for in a friend? Could they come up with a recipe for a perfect friend? Perhaps you could write a class version together., e.g. ‘Take a pinch of fun, add a serving of thoughtfulness, stir in a handful of laughter, sprinkle with smiles and get ready for an adventure!’
Bible verse and prayer
PowerPoint 7
Thank you God that you don’t have favourites, that you treat us all the same. It doesn’t matter to you if we’re stripy or plain, if we’re tall or short, or what colour we are. You don’t mind who we are, or where we come from.
Help us to treat other people fairly, and to be good friends to others.
Amen.
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