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Wisdom Collective Worship – Teacher guidance

You will need:
The associated PowerPoint

‘The perfect wisdom of our God’ by Stuart Townend https://youtu.be/hSnzYnOe6kI

Gathering 
Slide 1
Worship begins with the song (use the link on slide 1 and ask the children to concentrate on the words of the song as they enter). This song will form the basis of the KS2 reflection 1 later in this series of resources.

Begin by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual routine to mark worship as a special time of gathering.

Engaging 
Slide 2 
Tell the children that you are going to start the time together today with a question to think about…. If I could grant you one wish, what would you wish for? Think for a moment to yourself.
Will it be something that you really desire or will it be for someone else? (Use talk partners to help decide) . Share a few ideas.

Tell the children that they are going to learn about someone who actually did get asked that question!

Slide 3 
If your school has been looking at the Diocesan project for this year, ‘Everyday Ubuntu’, remind pupils that we have been thinking about how the project makes us think about our school community, how we are all connected and about the things that can help us to live well together. 

Slide 4 
Today, we are going to hear what the Bible tells us about King David’s son, whose name was Solomon. One night, King Solomon had a dream in which God spoke to him and said ‘Ask me for anything at all and I will give it to you.’


Slide 5 
Solomon thought for a while. He could ask for anything at all – to be rich, to have a lovely home, servants, beautiful meals brought to him every day. But Solomon was a wise man. After thinking for a short while, he replied with an answer that is now known by millions of Christians across the world.
Solomon knew what he would ask for. He wanted to know how to be a good king and lead his people well. ‘I’d like wisdom please, not gold!’ he said.

Slide 6
God was really happy with his answer. Why do you think he was pleased?
God replied ‘Because you didn’t ask for something for yourself, I will make you the wisest king ever.’ And that’s what happened. Solomon became famous for his wisdom. The word spread about the man that asked for wisdom instead of riches – and how his answer had pleased God.  Soon people came from all over the world to ask for his help. Solomon always had an answer that was right, fair and wise.

What do you think this Bible story teaches us?
Responding 
Slide 7 
Many of King Solomon’s wise words are written in the Bible [in Proverbs, which is one of the Books of Wisdom in the Old Testament] Here’s something that he wrote about wisdom: ‘Wisdom is worth more than gold, and understanding is worth more than silver!’ (Proverbs 16:16) But what does it mean to be wise? Think for a moment.
Ask a few children to give you their thoughts.

Slide 8
Here are some more things that Solomon wrote about wisdom (ask the children what they think the sentences mean.) As the children to remember what they wished for an to think to themselves if they would wish for something different now that they have heard the Bible story.
Ask the children how the words of Solomon might help us to live wisely together this week?

Sending

Slide 9

We have been thinking about wisdom today, and what it means to be wise. We can sometimes think that being wise is about knowing everything, but as we’ve heard from Solomon’s words, being wise is as much about the things that we do and the person that we are.

I wonder how being part of our school community can give us opportunity to practice being wise?

You gain lots of knowledge at school but we also hope you’ll learn how to make wise choices, choices that will help prepare you for life as an adult, choices that will help you to be the person that you are meant to be.

Slide 10
Closing prayer – Invite pupils to read the parts of the prayer in bold.
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