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The Christian Value of Wisdom

Key Stage 1 – Reflection 1
This reflection forms part of a series of resources on the Christian value of wisdom for use in pre-schools, nurseries, Primary and Secondary schools and parish groups. Other resources for children and young people can be found on the Portsmouth and Winchester diocesan websites in the Education section.
Diocese of Portsmouth (anglican.org)
Diocese of WINCHESTER (anglican.org)
You will need
The associated Powerpoint
Remind the children of the collective worship about wisdom. Establish that wisdom is not about being really clever or intelligent. In the Bible God tells people that wisdom is about making good decisions. 
Tell the children that today they are going to hear about two people who met and made some really wise decisions.
Tell the story below, using the pictures in the Powerpoint as illustrations.
The Wise Woman’s Stone

Slide 1
One day a wise woman was travelling in the mountains. It was a hot day and she had walked a long way.

Slide 2
She decided to stop near a cool stream to wash her face in the cold water. When she bent down she spotted something beautiful.

Slide 3
A short distance from the river bank she found a precious stone. It glistened and shone and the woman knew that it was a precious stone – she suspected that the stone contained diamonds. She decided to take her precious stone with er and popped it into her bag.
The next day the woman met another traveller who was tired and hungry, and the wise woman opened her bag to share her food. 
Slide 4
The hungry traveller saw the precious stone and asked the woman to give it to him. She did so without hesitation. 
Slide 5
The traveller left, rejoicing in his good fortune. He knew the stone was worth enough to give him security for a lifetime. But a few days later he came back to return the stone to the wise woman.
“I’ve been thinking,” he said, “I know how valuable the stone is, but I want to give it back. I think that you can give me something even more precious. 
You were so kind to me when I met you. You knew that I was hungry and you shared your food. Then you gave me your precious stone. You were lucky to have found it in the stream. You stored it carefully in your bag. You knew that it was worth a lot of money and you could have kept it for yourself. Instead you decided to give it to me, a complete stranger.
I know the stone is worth a lot of money but what you can give me is something far more special, far more important. Please can you give me what you have within you that enabled you to give me the stone. Please can you give me some of your wisdom.
Slide 6
Think about the lady in the story. Why do you think she decided to give the man the stone? 
Think about the man in the story. What did he learn by her wise actions? In what was did he turn out to be wise?
Do you think this story is similar to the story of Solomon that we heard in collective worship? Why? What was God trying to tell us in the story of Solomon?
Closing prayer
Jesus, you are good and wise
I will praise you when I rise.
Jesus, hear this prayer I send
Bless my family and my friends.
Jesus, help my eyes to see
All the good you send to me.
Jesus, help my ears to hear
Calls for help from far and near.
Jesus, help my feet to go
In the way that You will show.
Jesus, help my hands to do
All things loving, kind, and true.
Jesus, guard me through this day
In all I do and all I say. Amen
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