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Dignity Collective Worship – Teacher guidance

Gathering 

Slide 1

Worship begins with music as the children are entering: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkpEK30re1I 
[bookmark: _Hlk127193947]This song is called ‘Dignity: Respect for You and Me’. You may want to use this to introduce the theme but it may work better to simply play it at the beginning and then discuss it at the end.
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following the school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 
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Ask the children whether they can work out the link between the people in the photographs? (They are: Lewis Hamilton, Brian May, Leah Williamson, Rachel Riley). You may need to explain to the children who the people are.
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The answer is that they have all been given special titles by King Charles recently. Here is a picture of Lewis Hamilton being made ‘Sir Lewis Hamilton’. Sometimes people are given special titles by the king because they have done an important service for our country – sometimes they are famous people but other times they are people who we wouldn’t have heard of. 

When this happens, we say that the people have been ‘honoured’, which means that they now have special dignity. When people have special dignity, we have to treat them with honour and respect.
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The coronation service in May gave King Charles a new special dignity, which means that he has to be treated with the greatest honour and respect of anyone in our country.
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But the interesting things is that the Bible tells us that we should treat everyone as though they have dignity.
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And the reason for this is that the story of creation at the beginning of the Bible tells us that ‘God created human beings in his own image, in the image of God, he created them.’ (Genesis 1: 26-27) So if all people are made in God’s image, then they all have special dignity and should be treated with honour and respect. It doesn’t matter how important we think they are, to God, all people are important and have dignity.
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Tell children the story of Jesus healing the leper from Matthew 8:1-4

There are a couple of good YouTube of this but please watch them first to check which would be most suitable for your children:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VL8DThllZAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvaoIqiJElg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41J7ZUZahJk

Explain that leprosy is a nasty skin disease that is very infectious. In Jesus time, lepers were outcasts and but Jesus honoured the leper and gave him back his dignity.

Responding

Slide 8

Tell the children that although we can’t work miracles, we can still honour and respect people and give them dignity. In our everyday lives we can all do something, even if it is very small. Instead of turning our backs or making rude comments to people who are struggling to find dignity (like the people in the story did to the leper), what can we do? Take suggestions.

Sending
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Ask children to reflect on the ideas that have been put forward for helping people to find dignity and decide on one thing that they will do in the week ahead to honour and respect others. Tell them that you will be asking about their experiences when you meet them in the corridors.
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Finish with this prayer or an alternative according to the custom of the school.

Play the piece of music from the beginning of worship again as children leave. Explain that it is called: ‘Dignity: Respect for You and Me’ and ask the children to reflect on the words as they leave, now that we have explored what dignity means.
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