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Dignity

Key Stage 1 – Reflection 1

The reflection builds on the whole school collective worship on dignity and shows children how enabling others to have dignity through showing honour and respect, also enables us to have dignity.

You will need the associated PowerPoint.

Slide 1: Re-cap the whole school collective worship on dignity, reminding children that people have dignity when they are shown honour and respect. Remind the children how we talked about people sometimes being given special honours for the important things they have done. 

Slide 2: But that the Bible tells us that we need to treat everyone we meet with dignity, not just important people. Tell the children that Jesus the story of how Jesus once demonstrated this to his disciples by washing their feet.

Slide 3: Jesus and the disciples had all gathered together for a special meal called the Passover.

Slide 4: Now during Jesus time on Earth, everyone wore sandals and the roads were very dusty so you can imagine that people’s feet got very dirty all of the time.

Slide 5: It was a servant’s job to wash people’s feet when they entered a house for a meal.

Slide 6: But on this occasion, Jesus wrapped a towel around his waist, filled a bowl with water and started washing everyone’s feet himself.

Slide 7: The disciples were shocked by this because they thought it was undignified for someone as important as Jesus to be washing other people’s feet. Peter even got quite cross and wouldn’t let Jesus wash his feet.

Slide 8: But Jesus explained that we have true dignity when we don’t think we are more important than anyone else and we show honour and respect to everyone. Then Peter understood and let Jesus wash his feet.

Slide 9: That day everyone understood that Jesus had taught them an important lesson about what it means to have dignity.

Slide 10: Some people seem to think that they should be honoured and respected just because they have lots of money or they are good at pushing other people around. But do you think people like that really have dignity – or are the people with real dignity the ones who honour and respect others? You may wish to discuss the people in the images (obviously the intention is to draw the contract between Andrew Tait, without explaining who he is, and Daniel Radcliffe, the Queen, David Beckham, Taylor Swift and Johnny Depp giving their time to make others feel honoured and respected).

Slide 11: Spend some time asking the children to reflect on the ideas that were put forward in the whole school collective worship about how we can honour the dignity of others. 

Slide 12: Finish with this prayer or ask the children to create one of their own.
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