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Respect Collective Worship – Teacher guidance

Gathering 

Slide 1

Worship begins with music as the children are entering:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cg2We2iK7og

The music relates to the theme in that we will go on to explore the idea that mutual respect is important because Jesus is living within us. The value of respect is likely to be very familiar to the children in most church schools so this worship introduces the reason why respect is so important from a Christian perspective. You may wish to explain the theme but it would probably work better to simply let the theme unfold and then discuss it at the end.

Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following the school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 

Tell everyone that you are going to make three statements. Ask them to put their hands up if they agree with the statements. Hands down between each statement.

Slide 2 I am the most important person here.

Slide 3 I like it when people listen to me.

Slide 4 There has been a time in my life where I have been treated unfairly.

Talk about the three ideas:

Slide 5 and 6 Ask for the children’s thoughts and then tell them that each of them is actually the most important person here. Each of them is also sitting next to the most important person here. The Bible tells us that we all have the highest value because God made us in his own image. And to appreciate others, we need to value ourselves.

Slide 7 Ask for the children’s thoughts on the other two statements. Explain that we like it when we are listened to because it means that the image of God inside us is being respected and we feel hurt when we are treated unfairly because the image of God inside us is being disrespected. 

Slide 8 Tell the children the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46). You could do this in a range of ways. There is a good YouTube clip of the story here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hFFUsVr07o
Alternatively, you could invite children to come out to the front to illustrate the story with one child as the shepherd, separating the sheep from the goats, etc.

Here is a text:

Jesus once told this parable: When God’s Kingdom comes, the Son of God will sit in judgement before all the people of the world. Then he will separate the people into two groups as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. The Son of God will put the sheep, the good people, on his right and the goats, the bad people, on his left.

Then the Son of God will say to the good people on his right, ‘Come. My Father has given you his blessing. Come and receive the kingdom God has prepared for you since the world was made. I was hungry, and you gave me food. I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink. I was alone and away from home, and you invited me into your house. I was without clothes, and you gave me something to wear. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’

Then the good people will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and give you food? When did we see you thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you alone and away from home and invite you into our house? When did we see you without clothes and give you something to wear? When did we see you sick or in prison and care for you?’

Then the Son of God will answer, ‘I tell you the truth. Anything you did for any of my people here, you also did for me.’

Then the Son of God will say to those on his left, ‘Go away from me. God has said that you will be punished. I was hungry, and you gave me nothing to eat. I was thirsty, and you gave me nothing to drink. I was alone and away from home, and you did not invite me into your house. I was without clothes, and you gave me nothing to wear. I was sick and in prison, and you did not care for me.’

Then those people will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty? When did we see you alone and away from home? Or when did we see you without clothes or sick or in prison? When did we see these things and not help you?’

Then the Son of God will answer, ‘I tell you the truth. Anything you refused to do for any of my people here, you refused to do for me.’

Responding

Ask the children what they think the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats tells us about why we should show respect to other people. Show Slide 9, discuss the idea that Jesus says, when we show respect to others, we show respect to him, this is because we are made in God’s image. Ask the children to reflect on how they can respect themselves through respecting others. 

Sending

Slide 10  Ask children to reflect and decide on one thing that they will do in the week ahead to honour and respect others. Tell them that you will be asking about their experiences when you meet them in the corridors.

Slide 11

Finish with this prayer or an alternative according to the custom of the school.

Play the piece of music from the beginning of worship again as children leave. Ask the children to reflect on how the words might relate to what we have been talking about as they leave.
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