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BISHOP PHILIP



HOW ARE YOU FEELING ABOUT YOUR NEW ROLE?

Excited, in a word! But also conscious of the great responsibility that goes with a role such as this.
However, whilst the weight of history should sit heavy on my shoulders, it’s also such a rich
heritage on which to draw as we look to the future together with our God.

WE UNDERSTAND YOU LIVED IN SOUTHAMPTON AND WENT TO UNIVERSITY THERE – WHAT
ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO ABOUT COMING BACK TO HAMPSHIRE?

My time at Southampton was so formational for me. It shaped me spiritually, emotionally, and
intellectually in incalculable ways. So I feel very much in Hampshire’s debt, and look forward
eagerly to giving back to a place that has given me so much.

CAN YOU TELL US A BIT MORE ABOUT YOUR STORY – WHERE YOU GREW UP, WHAT WERE
YOUR MAIN INFLUENCES, WHAT DID YOUR CALLING TO BOTH ORDAINED AND EPISCOPAL
MINISTRY LOOK LIKE?

I was born in NE Hampshire, but had a fairly itinerant childhood, moving up and down the
country, due to my father’s work. That’s given me a real appreciation of the variety and the
particularity of ‘place’. I think it also moulded us into a close, loving family unit and I’ll be forever
grateful to my parents for the unconditional love they showed me.

My call to ordained ministry came through friends suggesting I should consider it! I went into it
with some uncertainty, but I do remember the moment, after ordination when I realised that it
was exactly what I should be doing with my life, and I’m very grateful to God for the confidence
that has given me.

I’ve always felt I wanted to make the biggest difference for the Kingdom of God that I could, and
in an episcopal Church that often comes through being a bishop. Central to my own sense of
episcopal vocation is that I am called to be an agent of hope – both for the Church and for wider
society. 

Please pray for me that I will exercise such a ministry in Winchester.

THE WINCHESTER DIOCESE IS LARGE! DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO VISIT THE DIFFERENT PARISHES
OR DEANERIES SO PEOPLE CAN MEET YOU?

Yes! The service of ordination for bishops calls on us ‘to love and pray for those committed to
their charge, knowing their people and being known by them’. I can’t do that without getting out
and about and meeting people. 

So doing so will be a very high priority for me. It’s certainly one of the things that Ruth and I have
enjoyed most in our time in Truro.



CAN YOU SAY ANY MORE ABOUT YOUR VISION AND OTHER PLANS FOR LEADING OUR DIOCESE?

Discerning vision is something that we need to do together and will take time. But I can say that I
am passionate about our calling as a Church to be the body of Christ, so that when people
encounter his Church, they encounter the loving presence of Jesus himself, made real in word and
deed. Above all else I want to lead us in being such a Church.

WE HEAR YOU WORKED FOR THE CHURCH PASTORAL AID SOCIETY WITH ITS FOCUS ON
RESOURCING LOCAL CHURCHES – ARE THERE THINGS YOU LEARNED FROM YOUR WORK WITH
CPAS THAT YOU MIGHT BRING TO YOUR WORK HERE IN HAMPSHIRE?

A particular focus and passion from that time was a growing conviction that we really are called to
be a church of all ages – not segregated into different age groups, but loving, worshipping,
celebrating and serving together, as a vibrant expression of the Body of Christ. I’d love to see that
become more of a reality in our churches.

WE KNOW YOU WORKED IN A MULTI-CULTURAL CHURCH IN PARIS AND FOR THE CHURCH
MISSION SOCIETY TOO. THAT MUST HAVE HELPED WHEN YOU WERE ASKED TO REVIEW OUR
GOVERNMENT’S HELP FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS WORLDWIDE. TELL US ABOUT YOUR
PASSION FOR THIS AREA. ARE THERE ISSUES FROM THAT REVIEW THAT YOU SEE ARE RELEVANT
TO OUR CHURCHES TOO?

Yes, it did help having a broader global perspective, thanks to that rich experience. The call to lead
a review for the Foreign Secretary came out of the blue but I’ve been immensely encouraged by
the continuing impact that work continues to have and it remains an enduring passion and
commitment of mine: something I believe God has laid on me to do. 

As for our churches, I think it’s vital that we see ourselves as part of a global family and pray and
advocate for those who are marginalised or persecuted for their faith, whatever their faith
background may be, remembering that our neighbours are not just like us and near us, but those
who are distant and different from us too. 

THERE’S BEEN A LOT OF PUBLICITY ABOUT THE REDUCED NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING
CHURCHES AND THE FINANCIAL PRESSURES ON THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. DO YOU THINK
THESE ARE THE MAIN ISSUES FACING OUR DIOCESE AND THE WHOLE CHURCH? WHAT OTHER
CHALLENGES WILL YOU BE FOCUSING ON?

Of course we can’t ignore those factors, but I don’t think they should be front and centre in our
thinking either. The key, related, questions we have to ask in each and every context we find
ourselves, I believe, are these: ‘What is our God calling us to be and do here, where he has placed
us?’ And, ‘How can we best express the loving presence of Jesus amongst those we are called to
serve and love?’ The answers to those questions might not come easily. They should involve
careful and prayerful reflection and consultation. But living our life in the light of the answers can
be truly liberating, and help us see the Kingdom come a little closer too. 


