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Responsibility, Key Stage 1 (1) – Teacher guidance

The story of Noah may well be familiar to your pupils already, but is a good example of taking responsibility for other people, animals and the world around us. Use your judgement about how much time you spend unpacking the story, if your children already know it well. 
The aim of today’s worship is for the class (or key stage) to start planning a practical way of taking responsibility for looking after others in school, or for the school environment.

Gathering 

Slide 1 
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 

Slide 2 
Remind pupils of the story of the two sons from the whole school collective worship. 
What did the story tell us about responsibility?
It’s not enough just to say you’ll be responsible, you have to do something too.

Today we’re going to talk about being responsible for other people and the world around us. 

Slide 3 
We’re going to explore a story from the Old Testament (The part of the Bible with all the stories that happened before Jesus came. These stories are important for Jewish people and Muslim people too.)

[image: ]Show the image of Noah and ask if anyone knows who it is and if any of the children can tell you what happens in the story. 
Play the God’s Story film of Noah and the Flood. (You might decide to start at 0.52 and stop at 3.04 with the rainbow as a sign of God’s promise.)  

If you have used this version of the story before, then you could use the video from Saddleback Kids instead, or alternatively tell the story using the Lion Storyteller Bible (A Special Promise),  the Desmond Tutu Children of God 
Storybook Bible, or another children’s version of the story.

How did Noah take responsibility in the story? (Who did he look after?) 
His wife, his sons and their wives, and all the animals – and by saving them, he looked after the wider world too.

He didn’t have to do this, he could have said it wasn’t his problem, or that he was too busy, or asked God to choose someone else instead – but he chose to be responsible and do the right thing, and so all his family and the animals were saved from the flood.

Noah was a game changer, because he chose to take responsibility, rather than walking away from the problem. 

Responding

How can we be responsible and look after our families and friends and the world around us?
Ask pupils to share ideas with a partner, take a few suggestions, then show Slide 4 and see if they thought of any of these.

Slide 5  
What can we do?
Is there something we can do as a class to take responsibility for something in our school – or the wider world? Wouldn’t it be great, if we could be gamechangers too?
Discuss some ideas together, maybe they could do a litter pick in the school playground, make cakes for the staffroom, build a bug hotel, or send thank you cards to the adults in school. 

There may be something that the school council or eco committee are already working on that you could join in with, or a local charity the school is already working with. You might encourage them to link their campaign to something you’re already thinking about in PHSE, RE or another curriculum area such as Science or History.

It would be great to encourage children to do more than just fundraising – cake sales and dress-down days are fine, but there are more active ways for pupils to make a difference! This will work best if children genuinely feel that they’ve been listened to and that they have ownership of their project, rather than it being imposed on them by an adult (although obviously they’ll need your support and guidance!)

Ideas from other schools  include:
· Making posters to remind people to turn off the taps and not waste water.
· Planting wildflowers in the school grounds to encourage pollinators.
· Organising a bring-and-buy of old toys and books.
· Setting up a rota to turn off unused lights and technology at lunch time.
· Inviting in a speaker from a local charity.
· Setting up a collection point to recycle crisp packets or old pens etc (Terracycle will show you what is being collected in your area.)
· Talking to other pupils in Collective Worship about collecting items for the Foodbank or Basics Bank (people aren’t just hungry at harvest!)

Sending

Ask children to carry on thinking and talking about the campaign they are planning, and arrange a time when you will continue to discuss it. 


[image: ]Slide 6 
If there is time, sing Lend a Hand from Pop UK. Ask pupils to think about how this relates to the campaign they are organising. 
(If your school  doesn’t subscribe to Pop UK, it’s easy to set up an account, or the song is also available on You Tube, start at 3.57)



Slide 7 
Finish with this prayer – or use your own prayer, linked to the campaign you have planned, or ask class members to pray about the ideas they have discussed.

Dear God,
Thank you that you made us and you love us whatever we’re like.
Please help us to be responsible citizens, at home,  in school and in the wider world.
Help us to choose the right thing and be gamechangers.
Amen.
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