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A Stand-Up’s
Guide to Preaching





“Life is a tragedy when seen in close-up, 
but a comedy in long-shot.” – Charlie Chaplin

“Tragedy is when I cut my finger. 
Comedy is when you fall into an open sewer 

and die.” – Mel Brooks





General Thoughts

• Not too funny. Just funny enough.
• Know your habits.
• Rule of 3.
• Callbacks make great punctuation.
• Be observational & observant.
• Be yourself - everyone else is taken.
• If they’re laughing, they’re listening.
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Why Story?

To understand? 
Crisis management? 
Survival info? 
Distraction?

'I've learned that people will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you did, but people will never forget 
how you made them feel.’ - Maya Angelou

To learn, we leave. Then we come back, changed.

Story = Character Change. 
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