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Encouragement 
Key Stage 1 Reflection 1 Teacher guidance

You will need:
The associated PowerPoint

Tell the children that today we are going to look again at Encouragement by thinking about what was said talked about in collective worship. 
Slide one
Drawing on the collective worship, ask the children if they can remember what a spotter does. Establish that the spotter is there to help and encourage us, not to do the work for us.  With the help of the children, complete the sentences on slide 1 and retain a printed copy to share in a later worship.
Slide 2
Tell the children that today you are going to listen to a song and really think about the way that it encourages us to trust and believe in God as someone who is there to encourage us throughout our lives.
Use the link on the slide to play the video of the song.
https://youtu.be/n4XWfwLHeL
Song background for teachers: ‘Way Maker’ by Sinach is an upbeat gospel song that speaks to the power of faith and trust in God’s love and care. The lyrics are a powerful reminder that no matter what life brings, it is possible to find light and joy in even the darkest of situations.  The lyrics reflect on the idea that through faith, it is possible to overcome challenges and find peace and happiness. The chorus repeats the phrase “Way Maker,” emphasizing the central message of the song – that God is always present, making a way for us, even in the most difficult of circumstances. Whether you’re facing a personal struggle or simply looking for inspiration and encouragement.

Slide 3
Tell the children that these are the words of the song. Ask and discuss the following questions:
1. What are your favour words or sentences in the song? Why?
2. How do you think the singer in the video is feeling when she sings? Do you think describing God as a ‘Promise keeper, Light in the darkness’ is encouraging? Why?
3. The person who wrote this song said it was about encouraging people. In what way does the song encourage us?
4. What does the song make us think about God ?
Prayer
Dear God,  Thank you for loving us and for always encouraging us. Thank you for being someone we can rely on to watch out for us and support us in everything that we do. Please help us to be encouraging of others in everything that we do and say this week.  Amen
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