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Encouragement 
Key Stage 2 Reflection 2 Teacher guidance

You will need:
The associated PowerPoint


Tell the children that today you are going to think more about the value of Encouragement and the difference it can make to others.

Tell the children that you recently heard someone call another person who has done something foolish, "A silly goose!" Say that you had heard that saying before and decided to investigate why people say that. You discovered something amazing – in fact Geese are not silly at all, in fact they are brilliant – and perfect encouragers.

Slide 1

Ask the children to look closely at these geese. Although it is not the right way up, what letter can you see that they are forming in the sky? Establish that they fly in a "V" formation. Ask the children - Have you ever wondered why geese fly in a "V" formation?
Explain that recent scientific studies have given us the answer. It has been learned that as each goose flaps its wings, it gives a lift to the one immediately following them. It has been determined that flying this way gives the geese about 70% more flying range.
Of course, that means that the lead goose is working harder. When the lead goose gets tired, he falls back into formation and another takes his place. Now, that's teamwork!

If you have ever seen a flock of geese flying, you will also hear something. All the time that they are flying, the geese are "honking." They do this to encourage one another. It is always easier to do something difficult when you know you aren't flying alone, isn't it? Ask the children to share some their own personal experiences of times where they have been encouraged to work together.
Sometimes, a goose becomes sick or is injured and falls to the ground. When that happens, two other geese go down and stay with it until it is well. If it dies, they join another formation and continue on their journey.

Slide 2

Do you think the geese are silly? It sounds to me like they are pretty smart! Let’s see what else we can learn from these creatures. Copy and paste the link to watch video of geese. Ask the children to watch out for the ways geese encourage each other as part of a team.

Ask the children to reflect on the different ways in which geese encourage each other before talking about times where they may have worked in the team to encourage one another. Discuss how this reflects what Jesus told people and what we hear in the Bible (reference the Bible verses from the collective worship).


Slide 3
Closing prayer
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