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Fairness Collective Worship, Teacher guidance KS1 (2)
Summer 2 2024

These collective worship resources help pupils to explore the theme of fairness, linked to the concept of Fair Play in the Olympic Games.

Today’s worship focuses on the Paralympics. A great book for opening up conversations about disability is ‘What Happened to You?’ by James Catchpole, and the follow-up, ‘You’re so Amazing!’ There is also some good advice on talking about disability with younger children on the Family Education website here, or the Day Nurseries website here.  


Gathering 

Slide 1 
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 

Play a game that explores the idea of fairness E.g. 
· Throwing beanbags into a hoop – is it fair if the hoops are different sizes? Or if some children stand closer or further away?
· Playing catch – is it fair if you stand closer together, or if you use a beachball vs a much smaller ball?
· A running race – is it fair if you start at different times? Or run different distances? Or if some children have to do extra things such as pick up a beanbag, or climb through a hoop?
Spend some time talking about what makes a game fair. Does it always have to be the same for everybody? What if you needed to adapt a game if someone couldn’t see, or only had one arm, or used a wheelchair? Would that be fair? 
If you want to explore the idea that fairness doesn’t always mean everything is exactly the same, these books are helpful: Fair is Fair by Sonny Varela, and Fair Shares by Pippa Goodhart.

 
Slide 2 

Explain that they are going to hear a story about something that wasn’t fair. There was once a man who needed help to walk and nobody would help him. That wasn’t very fair was it!
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Jesus met whose legs weren’t very strong, who was lying by a pool. People had told him that the water had special power and that if he could get into it while it was moving, then his legs would get better. The problem was that he couldn’t move quickly enough, and nobody would help him.
In those days, people often thought that there was something wrong with you if you couldn’t walk, and they didn’t always treat people with disabilities very kindly. 
Jesus stopped and talked to the man and asked him what was wrong. He listened patiently while the man told him that he couldn’t get into the water and that nobody would help him. Jesus told him to get up, pick up the mat he was lying on and walk. The man trusted Jesus and did what he said. He found that he could walk by himself.
Some of the religious leaders didn’t like what Jesus had done and complained about him, but the man was really happy that Jesus had made him well.

You could ask some children or adults to act out the story, or maybe use a prop such as a headscarf and tell the story as if you were there in the crowd. Alternatively, you can find it in John chapter 5 in some children’s Bibles. At the end of this resource is a scan of the story from The Big Bible Storybook.

Ask what was fair and unfair in the story.
Read out these statements and ask the children to give you a thumbs down if they think it’s unfair, and a thumbs up if it’s fair. (You could add in sideways thumbs if they’re not sure.)

· The man had been lying by the pool for a very long time.
· Nobody would help him get into the water.
· Some people were unkind to those who couldn’t walk properly.
· Jesus stopped and talked to him.
· Jesus listened to his problem.
· Jesus helped the man walk again.
· Some people complained about what Jesus did.

Slide 3 

Remind the children that you’ve been thinking about the Olympic games, which are going to be in Paris this summer. The Olympic Games are for the fastest, strongest and fittest people in the world. 
There’s another set of games for people who are also incredibly strong and fast and skilful, but who have some disabilities. They might use a wheelchair to help them move around, or perhaps they’ve been in an accident. 
Does anyone know what those games are called? 
The Paralympics. They also take place in Paris this summer, just after the Olympics. 

Slide 4 

The Paralympics celebrate people with disabilities who are amazing at wheelchair basketball, or swimming, or running with blades, or paracycling. There are more than 20 different sports at the Paralympics and about 220 British athletes will be talking part in Paris.
Give the children a couple of minutes to talk about what they see in the pictures. Try to normalise the language of disability and stress that the wheelchairs and blades are just aids that help people move more easily. Some of the athletes were born with a disability and some of them have been in accidents. 

Slide 5 

Ryan Boyle is an American cyclist. He is a world champion and won a silver medal in the Paralympics.

Slide 6  

Ryan loved mountain biking when he was a child, but when he was nine he had an accident and had to learn to ride a bike all over again. 

Slide 7  

He had a special bike made and he had to train incredibly hard, but he ended up being a world champion. He has written a book about his experiences to encourage other people who have had problems in life.

Slide 8

Jessica Long is another American Paralympian who won three gold medals when she was only twelve. 

When she was born, she had a problem with her legs and feet, and she had to have lots of operations. She says that when she was a child, swimming made her feel like a mermaid, and that in the water she felt strong and just the same as other girls. 



Responding

Do you think we can learn anything from the Paralympics about treating people fairly? 

Jessica Long says that the Paralympics is really important for helping us accept people who might look a bit different from us.

Slide 9

Use this prayer or one of your own. Encourage the children to say ‘Amen’ at the end, if they agree with the words. 

Dear God,
Thank you that you believe in fair play.
Thank you for the examples of sports men and women who have chosen to play fairly.
Please help us to treat other people fairly, whether it’s in class, at home or when we’re playing sport or games.
Amen.


Sending

Slide 10
Sing  Speak Up by Fischy Music. 
Talk about how sometimes we need to speak up when something is unfair. 

Challenge the children to look out for opportunities to be fair in the coming week. Tell them that you’ll be asking them for examples when they’ve noticed other children acting fairly.  
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The Big Bible Storybook (Scripture Union, 2006)
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