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Fairness Collective Worship, Teacher guidance KS2 (1)
Summer 2 2024

These collective worship resources help pupils to explore the theme of fairness, linked to the concept of Fair Play in the Olympic Games.

Today’s worship focuses on the Paralympics. A great book for opening up conversations about disability with children of all ages is ‘What Happened to You?’ by James Catchpole, and the follow-up, ‘You’re so Amazing!’ There is also some good advice on talking about disability with children on the Family Education website here,  and Huffington Post here. 



Gathering 

Slide 1 
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 
 
Slide 2 
What do pupils notice about this picture? Can they spot anything that no-one else will have seen?
What do they think is happening, and what might happen next?
What title would they give the painting?

Tell them that the painting shows King David, who we talked about last time when Jonathan helped him escape from Saul, and someone called Mephibosheth, who was Jonathan’s son.

Jonathan had a disability, his legs had been injured when he was a child, and in that culture people thought that if you had a disability, you weren’t as important as other people. So although Mephibosheth was a prince, he was hidden away and ignored. 

When David became king, he remembered how Jonathan had helped him and he asked if any of Jonathan’s relatives were still alive. (Jonathan and Saul had both been killed in battle). When he heard about Mephibosheth, he invited him to the royal palace and adopted him into his own family.  He told him he could eat at the royal table – a place of honour – and gave him the land and money that belonged to his grandfather King Saul. In those days it was really unusual to give a disabled person royal status and protection, so David did something really significant when he treated Mephibosheth so fairly.



Slide 3 

Last time we talked about fairness in the Olympics. Which of these Olympic values do you think David showed? In what way?

Slide 4  

Does anyone recognise this logo? It’s the symbol of the Paralympic Games. (Click again to show the full image). There was a time when the Olympic Games was only for able-bodied people, but now it’s recognised that people with disabilities can also show incredible skill and strength and fitness. The Paralympics was started after World War 2 with a small group of athletes in wheelchairs, and it has grown to be a huge international event that celebrates the achievements of athletes with a wide range of disabilities. 

In the Paris Paralympics they will give out 549 gold medals in 22 different sports and about 220 athletes from Team GB will take part.

Slide 5

The Paralympics celebrate people with disabilities who are amazing at wheelchair basketball, or swimming, or running with blades, or paracycling. There are more than 20 different sports at the Paralympics and about 220 British athletes will be talking part in Paris.
Give the children a couple of minutes to talk about what they see in the pictures. Try to normalise the language of disability and stress that the wheelchairs and blades are just aids that help people move more easily. Some of the athletes were born with a disability and some of them have been in accidents. 

Slide 6 

One inspiring Paralympian is Ryan Boyle, who’s an American cyclist. 

Slide 7 

Ryan loved mountain biking when he was a child, but when he was nine he was hit by a lorry. He was in a coma for two months and when he woke up he could only move his right index finger and had a brain injury.  
After a lot of rehab, where he had to relearn how to swallow, eat, walk and talk, he finally learned to ride a bike again and he decided that one day he would be world champion. 





Slide 8 

He had to train incredibly hard, but became an Olympic silver medallist in the 2016 Rio Olympics. 
He talks openly about how his friends at school treated him differently after his accident, they didn’t know how to relate to him now he was in a wheelchair. He struggled with his mental health, but eventually decided to write a book, so his story could inspire other people. 
There is a short video of Ryan talking about his experiences here. 

Slide 9

Jessica Long is another American Paralympian who won three gold medals when she was only twelve. 
She was born in Russia with a rare problem with her legs and feet and her birth parents placed her in an orphanage. She was adopted by an American family and later had 25 operations on her legs. But she says that swimming made her feel strong and that in the water she could be the same as the other girls who didn’t have a disability. When she was little, she says that swimming helped her pretend that she was a mermaid!

There is a video about Jessica and stories of other inspiring Paralympians here if you have more time to share these.

Responding

How do you think these Paralympian athletes show the value of fairness? 
Is there anything we can learn from the Paralympics about the importance of treating everyone fairly? 

Jessica Long says that the Paralympic movement has been really important in helping us accept people who might look different from us.












Slide 10  

Use this prayer or one of your own. Encourage the children to say ‘Amen’ at the end, if they agree with the words. 

Dear God,
Thank you that you believe in fair play.
Thank you for the examples of sports men and women who have chosen to play fairly.
Please help us to treat other people fairly, whether it’s in class, at home or when we’re playing sport or games.
Amen.


Sending

Slide 11
Sing Speak Up by Fischy Music. 
As they listen, ask them to think about how it links to the story of Mephibosheth, or the Paralympian athletes. 
How have they had to speak up? How can we speak up for others?

Challenge the children to look out for opportunities to be fair in the coming week. Tell them that you’ll be asking them for examples when they’ve noticed other children acting fairly.  
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