EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

Mercitul God,

You have prepared for those who love you

such good things as pass our understanding:

pour 1nto our hearts such love toward you

that we, loving you 1n all things and above all things,
may obtain your promises,

which exceed all that we can desire;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

@%} WINCHESTER



EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

“I'heology unpacks the core themes of faith. It tells us
how these were developed, 1llustrates how they may be
explained and preached and shows us the difference

they make to real hife.

Above all, theology sets out the Christian understanding
of how we can achieve wisdom, enjoy wellbeing and

nurture a sense of wonder.”

McGrath, A. (2022) What's the Pownt of I heology? SPCK Publishing
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

“(Chrnistian theology 1s a conversation about Scripture:
about how to read and interpret 1t better, about how to
understand the Bible as a whole and imagine a way ot

life that 1s taithtul to the God whose Word 1t 1s.”

Felker Jones, B. (2023) Practicing Christian Doctrine
2nd edn. Baker Academic
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

e Who 1s God?
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Who 1s God?
What 1s God like?

What images come to mind when you think ot GGod?

Which of the following images resonates with you?




WINCHESTER

J

- phgto by Marc St, Unsplash,

'\ '\ ' : t \




M ia
- A

ratid

¥ Sy = " B RN Na o S % . & WA 74 " A "0,
" y o ue'. 1% » - oy 51 % : )™ - L . & 'y SYSRVIIAN XS
S i iy 18 SR
- * AT
7 R N
S PG
i XY "}2’3\“ b
) gy ol i
S S SN el g N
- g.an;‘" ”{.4)"&\"" .413\!" kﬂﬁ -
o ol y

WINCHESTER

R Photo by Andrew-Rice, Unsplash....

> -),
- 5%

.

2 e
it ot

]




{7

e ;!lﬂ‘ EA0

MM
Wbl By
e

"

L T O
g T RN ey AV I RN
B ST RN

G \"."\A‘n‘.
Ry

o
oty
e

SN

T

¥

o

N
R

e
2 SRRAT M R NN OBR
I T R st AR R X
A A e s, L 0 ST 3
N XL L

iy w e v Fis\

RN AVERGH ), Nows LN
: BRI N e ey
BV R e e :

AR AR

LGOI S

AR R W

Ry 8 P

e

o SRR TR R S

R RSB TAS NN

Y ’_?‘1\“ L :{««\\4\ SRS
£ “\"ﬂlk"mi{!‘v e ST TN

BT b A ;

O E LR R

IGh “{§\§?\N b R W

% % \‘"‘”3;\&‘ Xt A A

R RN {“ 3

o - akt 4
TR AR N T e N
B ',f‘\p‘ ﬁ:&‘;"‘\\‘:\‘ s D

L
Al & R L G LB
R A Rk

& A R AN

WX v
AR e

1y % T
1, i

\:VF’;: v*“‘"?“&““““ ~
b ';f‘ \v.\l’xﬁt~\ .
e

DIOCESE of
WINCHESTER



/

o

gsgenommen

ol

e
-

CRANPRSSAGE

wausT

WINCHESTER

Y

000

y "

-

i




-
“
. .
.
.
. 0t
WINCHESTER
&
- L ) | Photo by Angelina Kichuko, Unsplash

J 5’ T La ™
e ¢



A Ll
4&\\\%., P

.73 AP -

[ (20 ‘%ﬂ\

% l'w. 4.\\ M\ v
8

24, & w A " F’ . A
4 AN ¢ . 4 ¢ «4
=4 4 7 - jres S 5 A oiag ) *
P : . 4 X P B p !
e . A _ /. i % 7 1
b \ 1 . N T £ t 2 <
. g ’ a . ) 7 7 A : -
4 . a / 4
: LA 3 - , N ATy s % ‘\
& o A i/ 2
: ¢ w7 / . 4 £ 8 1 A
{ 4 ‘ A . VA ~ . y d ;-
\ : P ) L | ? o / - &
e R s > ’ L=< A o y
A : Y : 4 7~ < o % y .
N \ s o L . 1 * )
- ’ \ 3 L Vi ¥
. - = ¥




L B
. ."“'ave-

WINCHESTER

Photo by Joshua Hoehne, Unsplash




Fi)

- ~ 2 . % .
»” . .
‘. . . -
. tale
. ST Sen . .
* pot F - 2
g %2 - ? fre ® v
e * 2 = & o -
Sl o 2 - 4
- W s .
. . ’ . = . . = <
. %
» .
. . -
e’ . : .o
-y “'n o

Photo by Diana Vargas, Unsplash

WINCHESTER







DIOCESE of
WINCHESTER




WINCHESTER

Photo by Josue Michel, Unsplash




¥

DIOCESE of
WINCHESTER

R




4\
AR

@ WINCHESTER

Photo by Hannah Busing, Unsplash




oc
L
T
wn
L
L
O
=
=

R

Photo by Annie Spratt, Unsplash

AR

SRS

X




oc
L
T
wny
L
L
O
=
=




.-

"II ﬂ:; 4“'{’ o
utte y i
for Jé& ":" .
strength .

WINgs g R :
t‘lL:l(..\ _

and not K *
€S

an

renew ¢ =
come negf}r
Ilet us B
judement,
up one f

| calleth o™
foot? he
him. and
Kings;: vhe

f¢» ,06

1 &
t
contend

S |
T

l’lq[

~
*
- and shall

See
Cek them,
even

LI e

De “uas ll(pl]l‘.

» Thou ~5“al(‘
not fingd

e

Sl - -y

tx
N Ve
Wil

is
chold, CI’ have

15 B
new s)
ha Ving

larp l‘\r;“.
teeth:

.
e |n--un'ull|

A, and
s "‘l-tlv )
8.2 """k"' ma vy

.

"

5% T
-

-

-

)
“

¥

X . ",‘l
-a g - e
S— a - . LAD "‘w‘:
. " g ‘!‘““O
that

e oaad
“‘!'\L’\;‘ — g Lo lasw
e U fLey

S LY | £ AT - 4

1;:‘15 h“““ \lx:\: \:' are aods s ¥ ;\;
:b) E00A, oy do evil., thhat we \\\‘ —
e dismavy ed. and behold it ‘u

- 24 Behold, vye are o
and your _wog‘k ‘bﬂxat
an abomination is he
from

vou. m
ave raised up one fro

north, and he is co
isimg of the sun on
name: an

syulers as upon

" beginnin
NOoOw? and beforetime,
Say, He is right? Yez’
thhat declarethh, yea. oy
"0-" S ow € ith vea, "‘ete“s
fir e thaa t heareth v AT wWOras
i A & 2 : 3 : Ty .n";
y v a3 %3 - ’ 3

4

o |
nd

Ml l
= NoOons

1
y LR FS P Y

.

Photo by Aaron Burden, Unsplash

WINCHESTER



EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

Who 1s God?
What 1s God Like?

What images come to mind when you think ot GGod?
Which ot the following images resonates with you?

What teelings do you experience when you think of GGod?




EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

Who 1s God?
What 1s God Like?

What images come to mind when you think ot GGod?
Which ot the following images resonates with you?
What teelings do you experience when you think of GGod?

Has your understanding ot God changed over ime?
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

e Growing up, did people around you talk about God?

It so, who, when and where?
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colleagues talk about God? Does what they say aftect what you think?
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Growing up, did people around you talk about God?
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

Growing up, did people around you talk about God?

It so, who, when and where?

Coming back to the present, do any of your friends and tamily or work

colleagues talk about God? Does what they say aftect what you think?
Do you read the Bible?
Do you go to church?

Do you read books about (God, or do you listen to podcasts or watch

You'lube videos to do with God?
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* Scripture

e 'Jradition
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* Scripture
 |radition

e Reason
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Experience




Scripture
'Tradition
Reason

Experience

Worship
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When you think about who 1s God, what part 1s played by the following:

* Scripture
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When you think about who 1s God, what part 1s played by the following:

* Scripture
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When you think about who 1s God, what part 1s played by the tollowing:

* Scripture
e '|radition
e Reason

e Lkxperience

 Worship
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Who 1s God?

DIOCESE of
WINCHESTER




EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

How do we know someone’s identity?
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

List some of the ways you know someone’s identity.
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

When 1t comes to the question *Who 1s God?’

what story would you tell?
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

How would you summarise God’s story
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

How would you summarise God’s story

1n a single sentence?
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Jon Roxborgh

Robert Jenson (1930-2017)
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

“(God 1s whoever raised Jesus from the dead,

having betore raised Israel from Egypt.”
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“(God 1s whoever raised Jesus from the dead,
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“(God 1s whoever raised Jesus from the dead,

having before raised Israel from Egypt.”
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“(God 1s whoever raised Jesus from the dead,

having before raised Israel from Egypt.”
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“(God 1s whoever raised Jesus from the dead,

having betore raised Israel from Egypt.”
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 What about story?
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 What about story?

 How does our story connect with God’s story?




EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1

 What about story?
 How does our story connect with God’s story?

 How does our identity relate to God’s identity?
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Who are we?
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EXPLORING THEOLOGY - SESSION 1
Summary

* We looked at some defimtions of theology
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 We looked at some definitions of theology

* We explored what came to mind when we thought about who 1s God
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* We explored what came to mind when we thought about who 1s God
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 Importance of story

* (God’s story — 1n a sentence!
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Summary

* We looked at some defimtions of theology

* We explored what came to mind when we thought about who 1s God
* We explored what shaped our answers (Scripture, '1radition etc.)

* How do we know someone’s identity?

 Importance of story

 (God’s story — 1n a sentence!

e \Who are we?
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Mercitul God

You have prepared for those who love you

such good things as pass our understanding:

continue o pour mto our hearts such love toward you
that we, loving you 1n all things and above all things,
may obtain your promises,

which exceed all that we can desire;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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